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Gov policy instruments: 

Government have a budget of ! and seek to give out a benefit " ≤ $"
to as many a& as possible using the following instruments: 

● ' :screening intensity/ transaction costs ' ↑ )(') ↑ ,- ↓

● $/ :strictness of eligibility criteria/ threshold /’ = / + ,
- < $/ receives "

● B :program benefit " ↑ 4(/5 + " − )(')) ↑
● S: ordeal level 7 ↑ 4(/5 + " − ) ' − 7) ↓



SSDI TANF
Who are the target?

Benefit size

PMT: objective, hard to 
manipulate info

Strictness of eligibility (use 
PMT variables)

Info from community 

Ordeals: appearing in 
person, recertification, 
attending workshops

Complexity of the 
application



SSDI TANF (PA)
Who is the target? People unable to work 

because of a medium/long 
term medical condition

Families in need with both 
financial assistance and 
work opportunities

Benefit size H +$1.3k/mo, could be 
permanent.  $6k backpay, 
attorney need not be paid 
till get it

L $500/mo family of 4, 5 
yrs

Strictness of eligibility (use 
PMT variables)

Enough work credits, 
completely unable to 
perform the work you 
used to do. 

H: asset must be under 
limit.

PMT: objective, hard to 
manipulate info

Having enough work 
credits, medical records 

Everyone’s income and 
assets, family composition.

Info from community H  Physician certification of 
disability

L

Ordeals: appearing in 
person, recertification, 
attending workshops

L   Recertify every few 
years

H  proof of looking for job, 
attending training  

Complexity of the 
application

H  Establish medical 
disability: dates of test, 

L  (28 pages, much 
repetitive)



https://www.tanfbenefits.com/tanf-pennsylvania








